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BY KIRSTEN FISCUS
kfiscus@annistonstar.com

Piedmont Fire Chief 
Mike Ledbetter said his 
grandson, Brandon Roberts, 
always wanted to be a fire-
fighter as he grew up. 

“He used to ask me all 
the time about hiring him 
to the fire department,” Led-
better said on Tuesday. 

“I told him I couldn’t 
until a position opened up. 
Then he came in one day 
and said he’d changed his 
mind and that he’d wait 
until he was 21 to apply to 
be a game warden.”

Roberts never made it to his 21st 
birthday. His fiancée, Heather Park-
er, never made it to 20, and her little 
brother, Rusty Parker, never made it to 
his teenage years. 

On Jan. 18, Roberts and both Park-
ers were gunned down by Tony Park-
er, father to Heather and Rusty, in 

what law enforcement called a triple 
murder and suicide. 

“That thug ended their lives,” Led-
better said. “They didn’t deserve any 
of that.”

A day after the shooting, Calhoun 
County Sheriff Matthew Wade said 
Parker had previously attempted sui-

cide when his wife threat-
ened to leave him. Two 
months prior to the shoot-
ing this month, his wife did 
leave him, the sheriff said. 

“He was upset over his 
marriage breakup, and 
they were trying to help 
him,” Ledbetter said of the 
three young victims. “That 
doesn’t excuse what he did, 
though.”

L edbetter  said his 
grandson, who lived with 
him for the past two years, 
spent much of his time at 
work or helping his fiancée.

“He only wanted her to 
focus on school,” Ledbetter 

said. “So a lot of times he’d cook for 
her or help her in other ways so she 
could go to work and study.”

The young couple first met at a 
yard sale, Ledbetter said.

“She came to a yard sale with her 

Grandfather talks about lives 
of young shooting victims

Submitted photos

Heather Parker, Brandon Roberts, center, and Rusty 
Parker were fatally shot by Tony Parker on Jan. 18.

BY KRISTEN JORDAN SHAMUS
Detroit Free Press

DETROIT  —  Larry Nassar will die in prison.
Judge Rosemarie Aquilina has made sure of 

that.
“I just signed your death warrant,” Aquilina said 

Wednesday in Ingham County Circuit Court, where 
she sentenced Nassar to 40 to 175 years in prison 
as part of a plea deal on seven counts of first-de-
gree criminal sexual conduct involving more than 
160 girls and women over more than two decades.

Nassar  —  the once-acclaimed sports medicine 
doctor who traveled the world with the U.S. Olym-
pic team and treated athletes from Michigan State 
University to USA Gymnastics to private gyms  —  
deceived athletes over more than two decades, 
manipulating them into believing sexual assault 
was medical care.

Larry Nassar 
gets 40-175 

years for sex 
abuse crimes
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BY DANIEL GADDY 
dgaddy@annistonstar.com

A company on Feb. 15 will auction off 
the Anniston Inn Kitchen, one of the city’s 
oldest structures and listed on the Nation-
al Registry of Historic Places. 

The Centre-based American Auction-
eers and Anniston’s Jack Cotton Realty are 
organizing the auction, which will begin 
at noon on the property near Zinn Park. 
The Anniston Inn Kitchen most recently 
served as an events center, hosting wed-
ding receptions and corporate events. 

Reached by phone Wednesday, Ste-
phen Cotton of Cotton Realty said he was 

happy to be able to work with a building 
so important to the community. 

“Given the structure and central loca-
tion, as well as its historical significance, 
this is a natural location for local and 
regional events and conferences, and we 
believe it could generate an attractive 
return on investment,” Cotton was quoted 
as saying in a press release. “Because of 
the extensive renovation that has already 
been done, the new owner can begin 
operating it as a business from the get-go.”

Patsy and James Cotton assumed con-
trol of the property through a lease with 

ANNISTON INN KITCHEN TO BE AUCTIONED FEB. 15

Trent Penny/The Anniston Star

The historic Anniston Inn Kitchen is scheduled to be sold at auction next month.

Historic building one of city’s oldest structures
IF YOU GO ...

WHAT: Open house for pro-
spective buyers of the Annis-
ton Inn Kitchen

WHEN: Noon to 2 p.m. on 
Feb. 9, 12 and 14, as well as 
from 10 a.m. to noon on the 
auction day, Monday, Feb. 15. 

WHERE: 130 West 15th 
Street in Anniston

For more information, call 
256-225-3852 or visit Ameri-
can-auctioneers.com.

Please see AUCTION | Page 5A

BY PATRICK MCCRELESS 
pmccreless@annistonstar.com

The McClellan Development Authority 
board voted Wednesday against dissolving 
itself for the second time in less than a year.

In a 6-4 decision the board, tasked with 
developing and cleaning the former fort, 
rejected transferring its dwindling reserves 
of land and money to the city of Anniston. 

Instead, before dissolving, the board 
wants to focus on persuading the city and the 
Calhoun County Commission to help create 
a type of regional land trust that would gain 
oversight of the board’s property for outdoor 
recreational use and development only. 

The vote against dissolution came after 
more than an hour of discussion during the 
MDA’s regular Wednesday meeting. 

The board had already tabled the vote 
during a called meeting two weeks ago. That 
decision followed an initial vote in April 
against dissolving.

At the Wednesday meeting, some board 
members voiced an uneasiness about giv-
ing control of the MDA’s assets to Anniston 
without more assurances that the city would 
use all of the remaining money to develop 
McClellan.

Although the agency is no longer gener-
ating enough money to carry out its original 
mission, the MDA still has more than $1 mil-
lion and around 5,000 acres of property. 

Eric Stringer, board member, said there 
was no doubt that everyone on the board 
agreed the MDA would eventually dissolve. 

“But why are we in such a rush?” Stringer 
asked. 

The board has talked for months about 
possibly dissolving the seven-year-old orga-
nization at the former fort, which closed in 
1999. The board no longer has any steady 
stream of revenue, placing continued  

MDA rejects 
dissolving for 
second time in 
under a year
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BY MATTHEW HAAG  
AND NIRAJ CHOKSHI

The New York Times

A year before the Civil War, an Alabama 
businessman set out to win a bet with 
friends. The international slave trade had 
been outlawed for decades, but he wagered 
he could smuggle slaves from Africa to the 
United States without being caught.

To prove it could be done, the business-

man, Timothy Meaher, bought an 86-foot-
long sailboat, the Clotilda, and hired its 
builder to captain a trek to West Africa. 
Under the cover of night in July 1860, the 
Clotilda returned to the waters off Ala-
bama with 110 slaves, carefully navigating 
the tributaries around Mobile to evade 
authorities.

But a few miles north of Mobile, the 
captain and its crew grew concerned that 
the authorities were on their trail. They 

unloaded the slaves and set the boat on fire 
in the muddy banks of the Mobile-Tensaw 
Delta, the evidence of their illicit voyage, 
and the last known American slave ship, 
never to be found.

Until now.
A reporter in Alabama said in an arti-

cle published on Tuesday that he may 
have found the wreckage on the shore of a 
swampy island in the delta, thanks to the 
same weather system that produced a win-

ter “bomb cyclone” weeks ago.
The conditions caused extremely low 

tides in the area, allowing the boat to reveal 
itself: charred beams forming the shape of 
a vessel with almost the exact dimensions 
of the Clotilda.

“That’s why I went looking when I did. 
You would not have been able to see it on 
a normal low tide, it would have all been 

Wreckage of last known slave ship in US may have been found
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